
   
 

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake Coat of Arms, Flag, and Badge 
 
It was shortly after the creation of Niagara Region in 1970 and the amalgamation of the 
Town and Township of Niagara that the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s previous “crest” 
was introduced. The history behind its development is somewhat unknown; however we 
do have information on the crest’s symbolic interpretation. 
 
While the previous crest served as a proud corporate symbol through the years, it was   
not a true Coat of Arms as prescribed by the Canadian Heraldic Authority, a branch of 
the Governor General’s office.  Therefore, it could not be legally entrenched as a formal 
symbol of our community. 
 
In January 2013, Lord Mayor Dave Eke approached the Heraldic Authority about the 
creation of a Town flag.  At that time, we were advised by the Office of the Chief Herald 
that it would be necessary to create a new Coat of Arms in line with their heraldic 
guidelines.  Elements of which would then be used in the design of the flag. 
 
Upon approval from Town Council in March 2013, the Chief Herald’s office was formally 
petitioned to produce a historically-recognized Coat of Arms and flag.  It was important 
to us that we did not abandon the concepts from the original crest, but rather 
modernized them as part of the time-honoured traditions of heraldic design. 
 
On December 10, 2013, exactly 200 years to the day of the Burning of Niagara in 1813, 
Lord Mayor Dave Eke and the Right Reverend Ralph D. Spence, Albion Herald 
Extraordinary, officially unveiled the Town’s grant of armorial bearings, which includes 
the new Coat of Arms, flag, and military badge.  These three components now comprise 
the Town’s official Letters Patent. 
 
It was fitting for the Town to introduce a symbol of hope and promise on this day to 
commemorate the rebirth of our community from the ashes of war and in celebration of 
200 years of peace with our neighbours to the south.  Upper Canada’s first capital now 
has a formal Coat of Arms and proudly flies its new flag. 
 
See below for the Symbolism of our Armorial Bearings. 






